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“Cost is no longer a 
reason for not be-
coming more sus-

tainable“.
Marcello Vitale, IVM Chemicals

Can you describe the target of the Life Bi-
oPaint project? The bottom line is: we want 
to improve the sustainability of wood coatings. 
That means reducing air pollution and GHG 
contribution, consuming less energy and re-
sources, and using safer materials. In order to 
do that, we had to transform both formulations 
and process. In LIFE-BioPaint, we focused on 
UV-cured products, because they have one of 
the best environmental profile also at the appli-
cation stage, with low VOC and energy require-
ments, and are high-performance coatings. We 
aggressively moved to replace petrochemicals 
with biorenewable components, including in 
new radiation-curable resins of our own produc-
tion as part of this project.

IVM Chemicals just opened the prototype 
plant from this project. What are the main 
features? It’s a plant without equals for these 
products. Wholly closed circuit with controlled 
atmosphere and temperature from raw materi-
als to packaging, automatic supply of compo-
nents via dedicated lines with extreme precision, 
and rheological dispersion control for optimal 
formulations. Even the cleaning stage is opti-
mized to minimize solvent use and waste gener-
ation. The results are great efficiency and batch-
to-batch reliability, that will make it possible to 
deliver the best biorenewable and sustainable 
products to our customers.

Are the sustainable coatings economically 
competitive to fossil-based coatings? The 
answer is an emphatic “Yes”. Efficient produc-
tion and careful formulation, including the use 
of self-produced biorenewable resins, make 
these products competitive on every level. Even 
without accounting for the hidden costs of non-
sustainable products, that are becoming in-
creasingly hard to avoid recognizing, or for the 
renewable-content mandates that mass retailers 
like IKEA are implementing, that force the switch 
to more sustainable coatings. Cost is no longer a 
reason for not becoming more sustainable.

MARKET MOVES
A short over view on the most important moves within the European
coatings industry. You can find more news on markets and companies, 
raw materials and technologies at www.european-coatings.com.

Akzo Nobel takes over New Nautical Coatings

Marine coatings Akzo Nobel wants to increase its 
presence in the North American yacht coatings mar-
ket after agreeing to acquire New Nautical Coatings. 
Financial details were not disclosed. The privately-
owned company is one of the top players in yacht 
coatings in North America. Operating a specialised 
production facility out of Clearwater Beach, Florida 
the business is mainly active in North America, with 
sales also being generated in the Caribbean and 
Australasia. 

www.akzonobel.com

Lanxess acquires biocides specialist Intace

Biocides Specialty chemicals company Lanxess aims 
to expand its position as manufacturer of biocides 
and antimicrobials by acquiring the French company 
Intace. The company is a manufacturer of specialty 
fungicides for the packaging industry. The parties 
have agreed not to disclose the purchase price. 
Lanxess expects the transaction to be completed in 
the first quarter of 2021. In 2020, Intace generated 
sales in the mid-single-digit million EUR range. 

www.lanxess.com

“The FTA agreed appears extremely thin  
and basic. The reality is this is a hard Brexit.“

Tow Bowtell, British Coatings Federation

Geholit+Wiemer becomes part of the Kabe Swiss Group

Acquisition Geholit+Wiemer has be-
come part of the Swiss Kabe Swiss 
Group. The Bubenhofer family has ac-
quired all shares in the German, medi-
um-sized manufacturer of coating ma-
terials as part of a succession solution. 
Geholit+Wiemer was also family-owned 
and will continue to operate with its sites 
in Germany and abroad as an independ-

ent company under the umbrella of the 
Swiss group. The takeover was preceded 
by decades of partnership. Since 1988, 
Geholit+Wiemer and Karl Bubenhofer 
AG, known as Kabe Farben, have oper-
ated a sales company for powder coat-
ings in Germany. 

www.kabe-f ar ben.ch
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